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INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 

UNCLAS STATE 01 1449 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UR 

SUBJECT: SHIPLER ARTICLE ON EMBASSY CONTACTS 

1. NY TIMES JAN 16 HAS SHIPLER ARTICLE ENTITLED "SOVIET 
DISSIDENTS' CONTACTS UPSET " WHICH REPORTS 1) AMERICAN 
DIPLOMATS ORDERED" NOT TO MEET DISSIDENTS IN PUBLIC PLACES 
OR IN DISSIDENTS' HOMES "WITHOUT EIRST NOTIFYING SUPERIORS 
IN EMBASSY,"; 2) DISSIDENT CONTACTS SPREAD MORE BROADLY 
WITHIN EMBASSY TO LESSEN PRESSURE BY SOVIETS ON ANY ONE OE 
THEM; 3) CONCERN IN EMBASSY THAT SOVIETS TRYING TO THIN 
RANKS OF FOREIGN SERVICE SOVIET SPECIALISTS BY ATTACKING, 
COMPROMISING, AND EXPELLING YOUNG EMBOFES; 4) AMBASSADOR 
HAS "ORDERED" THE STATE TO ALLOW NOTHING FOR DISSIDENTS TO 
BE SENT VIA POUCH EXCEPT EOR LETTERS TO USG OEFICIALS; 

5) DISSIDENTS COMPLAIN ABOUT LACK OF CONTACT AND DECREASED 
ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE WITH OUTSIDE WORLD; 6) SOME EMBOFFS 
HAVE "BRIDLED " AT RESTRICTIONS WHICH THEY SAY IMPAIR 
THEIR ABILITY TO FOLLOW DISSIDENT AEFAIRS, BUT OTHERS CITE 
"DISAPPEARANCE" OF DISSIDENTS (I.E., THROUGH IMPRISONMENT 
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AND HARASSMENT) AS THE MAJOR FACTOR. 

2. ARTICLE ALSO SAYS CURRENT RULE ON CONTACTS PUT INTO 
EFFECT AFTER HARASSMENT OF FSO PRESEL WHO REPORTEDLY WAS 
"WITHDRAWN LAST SUMMER AHEAD OF SCHEDULE." SHIPLER SAYS, 

HOWEVER, THOSE INVOLVED SAY THEIR CONTACTS NOT CURTAILED, 
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NOR HAS THEIR REPORTING BEEN DAMAGED. ONE "DIPLOMAT ' 

DESCRIBED RULE AS "COORDINATING MECHANISM " AND A 

MEANS TO REDUCE CHANCES OE ENTRAPMENT. ANOTHER "AMERICAN" 

QUOTED AS SAYING AMBASSADOR RUNS A "VERY TIGHT SHIP " AND 
"DOESN'T WANT ANY SURPRISES." 

3. FULL TEXT OE ARTICLE BEING POUCHED. CHRISTOPHER 
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